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St. Philip’s Vision - Modelling the teachings of Christ, St Philip’s Catholic School community aspires to be a place of
welcome that provides many learning environments to meet the challenges of an ever-changing world.

CALENDAR DATES
MARCH
8

Labour Day Public Holiday

14-21 Catholic Education Week
15-19 Open Mornings 9.00-11.00am
17-18 Yrs 3 & 4 Snooze at the Zoo Camp

PRAYER
Fast from judging others;
Feast on Christ dwelling in them.
Fast from fear of illness;
Feast on the healing power of God.
Fast from words that pollute;
Feast on speech that purifies.
Fast from discontent;
Feast on gratitude.
Fast from anger;
Feast on patience.
Fast from pessimism;
Feast on hope.
Fast from negatives;
Feast on encouragement.
Fast from bitterness;
Feast on forgiveness.
Fast from self-concern;
Feast on compassion.
Fast from suspicion;
Feast on truth.
Fast from gossip;
Feast on purposeful silence.
Fast from problems that overwhelm;
Feast on prayer that sustains.
Fast from anxiety;
Feast on faith.
- Author Unknown

ST PHILIP’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

PLEASE NOTE: SUPERVISION OF
STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.40AM TO
3.45PM ON SCHOOL DAYS.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

MASS TIMES
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Monday-Friday
CONFESSION
Saturday

7.00pm Vigil
8.30am &10.30am
9.00am
10.00am-11.00am

Phone: 0398786501
Email: principal@stphilipbbn.catholic.edu.au
60 Junction Road,| Blackburn North, VIC 313
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From the Principal
Dear Parents,
During the Lenten season we can be inspired to feast on the love and goodness shared with us by
God, and draw on this to support our relationships and interactions with others.
Tomorrow is the World Day of Prayer and this year’s theme is ‘building on a strong foundation’.
Photos included in this newsletter of last Friday’s family picnic reveal the strength of the community
of St Philip’s and the solid foundations enabling our students to develop in all aspects of their
learning and development.
This week you received an invitation to participate in the Enhancing Catholic School Identity surveys
(ECSI). These surveys are part of the preparation required for our School Review in 2022. Data
collected from all cohorts within the school, students, parents and staff, will reveal how our
community engages with the Catholic tradition. An understanding of this will allow the school to
provide the best pedagogy as we continue to contribute to the development of faith in our students in
the light of the context in which they live.
Preparation and celebration of the sacraments is an important part of life within our school
community. The students are prepared through their ongoing learning of the Catholic tradition
delivered through the Religious Education curriculum which supports their knowledge and
understanding; reasoning and responding; and community engagement. Students’ faith development
is also supported through engagement with the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. The Sacrament of
First Confession will be celebrated this year on 24th March, and the Sacrament of First Holy
Communion will be celebrated on 30th May. Further information and details will be sent home later
this week.
Wishing you all a safe and relaxing long weekend.
Warm regards
Michelle Worcester
Acting Principal

PLAYGROUP
Playgroup for 2021 will take place every Monday during the term from 9:00am-12:00pm in the Fr
Arnold Centre (School Hall). All families with pre-school children are most welcome.

SKOOLBAG APP
All relevant school related dates and newsletters can be accessed via the St Philip’s Skoolbag App. If
you have not accessed the app to this point it is available for all devices and is free. Simply go to the
App store or Google Play and search for the Skoolbag app. Once the app is set up you will then be
able to search on the app for St Philip’s Primary School.

STUDENT ABSENCES
If your child is away from school for any reason could you, please either ring the school on the
morning of the absence or alternatively notify the school via the Skoolbag App. On the home page of
the app press eforms. From this menu select Absentee Form. Fill in the form and sign at the bottom
using your finger. Press ‘Submit eForm’. The school office will receive a copy of this form which will
be passed on to the relevant teacher.
Based on government attendance guidelines and our school policies on attendance we must advise
parents/guardians of unexplained absences, on the same day as soon as practicable.
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HATS
Just a reminder to families that school hats will need to be worn by students outside throughout Term
1 as part of our school Sunsmart Policy.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE
The Before and After School Care program at St Philip’s run by Youth Leadership Victoria begins for
2021 this Monday 1st February. Before School Care is from 7:00am-8:40am and After School Care is
from 3:30pm-6:00pm. Parent Information Packs on the program are available from the school office.
Bookings from 2020 do not roll over to 2021. To assist with rostering could you please go online to
https://ylv.com.au/online-oshc- and make your booking for 2021 ASAP.

PREP FAMILIES
A reminder to families with children in Prep that once classes begin for the school year the Preps will
not attend school on Wednesdays until Wednesday 10th March which is the first Wednesday after the
Labour Day Public Holiday on Monday 8th March.

INFORMATION PACKS
Family Information packs have been sent home. Could you please read through the pack and return
the required signed information back to the school via the blue wallets. Please ensure your contact
information is correct on the Student Information Checklists.

CSEF
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund is once again being provided by the State Government.
Please read the attached flyer. If you require an application form please request 1 from the school
office.

Student of the week
Congratulations to the following students who have worked hard to uphold our values of
respect for self, others and the environment.
For helping her peers and putting lots of effort into everything
she does.
For his great S.R.C. speech and including some excellent
suggestions on how we can improve the school/classroom and
the learning in it.

P/1N

Maria G

2/3MS

Liam D

4/5KM

Tim Z

For being a good worker and focusing in class.

5/6CG

Sam M

For having a great sense of humor and for setting a good
example.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
Stuart S.

TUCKSHOP NEWS
Thank you to all our volunteers. We have just sent out the roster for term 1 to our volunteers so if
you have not heard from us, then we may not have heard from you.
So if you’re interested to join Tuckshop it’s not too late, please contact either
Nicole – 0409 253 863 or Fiona – 0439 860 240.

FAMILY PICNIC NIGHT
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SPORTS COMMITTEE NEWS
Sports Committee News
Recruitment Drive:
It was great to meet a bunch of new Dads at the Fish and Chip night last week and thanks to those
who expressed an interest in joining in the fun and helping out as part of the sports committee.
For the new families to the school, the Sports committee plays a number of roles including the
organisation of the Annual School Sports Day, assisting in the maintenance of the school grounds
and organising social activities for parents to attend.
It's a great opportunity to get to know the other families at the school and a great way to help out and
make a contribution to the school community.
If you are interested in getting involved or have any questions please email me
on Matthew@mcinerney.tv or contact me on my mobile 0435 091 831
Regards
Matt McInerney
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Parents & Friends
St Philip’s Families.
Last Friday night we had our family Picnic Night. It was great to see
and speak to everyone. This is a great opportunity to meet each
other. We raised $300, so this is a great start to our fundraising for
2021.
Congratulations to the Kwan family. You have the car park until the next raffle is drawn.
Our next P&F meeting will be held the first week of Term 2.
If you have any ideas for future fundraising or activities, please email me
pandf@stphilipbbn.catholic.edu.au or call me on 0411 255 176
Maria Ferrara
P & F Co-Ordinator

Class Dinner
Your class reps are eagerly planning the first class dinner for this term. A flyer will be sent home and
also communicated via the Skoolbag App and newsletter. We don’t have the class lists yet, so we
can’t send out an email. Please ensure you have returned your Parent Info Packs, so that we can
send direct messages to you.

Cake Raffle
A reminder that you can now put your name down to bake a cake for the cake raffle online. We only
have a few 2 spots left to fill.
https://volunteersignup.org/73WCL
Cakes need to be delivered to the school office on the Friday morning.
Please include your family name and ingredients.

Down Balls:
Tuckshop is back which means downballs can be purchased again.
They will be for sale during lunch over counter for $3
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Easter Raffle
We are requesting donations of Easter themed items and eggs to make up our famous raffle prizes.
Boxes for donations will be placed in each class and at the office until the 19th March. We will then
turn your generous donations into awesome & highly sought after prizes that will be raffled off at the
final assembly for Term 1.
Further details for the raffle will be sent home next week.

Hot Cross Buns Fundraiser:
This year we will be organizing Hot Cross Buns from Bakers Delight – Blackburn North. They will
cost $8. Order forms will be sent out soon. Collection will be the last week of term.

Entertainment:
Receive a bonus $10 or $20 eGift card for Woolworths or JB Hi-Fi when you purchase a
membership. Order via this link.
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/9a27151

Community News
OUR LADY OF SION COLLEGE
Open Day – Tuesday 16th March 2.15pm-6.30pm
Our Lady of Sion College warmly invites you to come and see how your daughter will
embrace life at Sion. We look forward to welcoming you to our College.
Please visit our website to book. www.sion.catholic.edu.au

NET-SET-GO PROGRAM
All boys and girls from grades one and above are invited to try out Rosellas netball club Net Set Go
program which runs on Mondays throughout terms 1 and 2 from 3.45 to 4.30pm at St Luke's primary
school, 46 Orchard Grove, Blackburn South. It is an introduction to netball and leads to playing in a
team in a Monday afternoon fun competition at Sportlink in Vermont South.
Feel free to come and try it out for free. Contact Sonya O'Farrell for more information on 0416 126
476 or at sonyaofarrell@gmail.com
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