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St. Philip’s Vision - Modelling the teachings of Christ, St Philip’s Catholic School community aspires to be a place of
welcome that provides many learning environments to meet the challenges of an ever-changing world.

PRAYER

CALENDAR DATES
AUGUST
15

Family Portraits

20

School Disco

24/25 Student Learning Conferences

God,
we are your beloved.
Even in our unfinished state,
you take delight in what we are
and what we will become.
Help us to claim for our own your gentle leading
in our lives,
help us to know you are always hoping for more
for us
and from us.
Give us the strength and peace of heart
to be filled with your power.
Amen.

ST PHILIP’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

PLEASE NOTE: SUPERVISION OF
STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.40AM TO
3.45PM ON SCHOOL DAYS.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

MASS TIMES
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Monday-Friday
CONFESSION
Saturday

7.00pm Vigil
8.30am &10.30am
9.00am
10.00am-11.00am
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From the Principal
Dear Parents,
We were pleased to welcome everyone back to school yesterday. While classroom learning has
resumed as normal, we still have some restrictions that must be followed for the time being. These
include no non-essential visitors onsite, masks need to be worn, and we are unable to open the
canteen. We are also restricted from gathering for school assemblies or liturgies, and incursions we
had planned for the near future have been postponed. I will keep you informed of changes to these
restrictions as they are received from MACS.
Last week students were sent a ‘wellbeing check-in/survey’ (via google forms) by their teacher. The
evidence we collect from surveys such as these enable us to provide support for our students
where/whenever required. Using student data, we are able to collaborate to develop strategies to
enhance wellbeing, promote resilience and connectedness to the school community. We encourage
you to discuss these surveys with your child/ren and please contact the school regarding any
concerns that may arise.
Student Learning Conferences are booked for Week 7, Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25 August.
These will all be online and you will receive information about how to book a time with your child/ren’s
teacher/s next week. The conferences provide an opportunity to discuss more deeply the progress
your child has made and the future direction of their learning.
Stay safe and take care everyone.
Warm regards,
Michelle Worcester
Acting Principal

SKOOLBAG APP
All relevant school related dates and newsletters can be accessed via the St Philip’s Skoolbag App. If
you have not accessed the app to this point it is available for all devices and is free. Simply go to the
App store or Google Play and search for the Skoolbag app. Once the app is set up you will then be
able to search on the app for St Philip’s Primary School.

STUDENT ABSENCES
If your child is away from school for any reason could you, please either ring the school on the
morning of the absence or alternatively notify the school via the Skoolbag App. On the home page of
the app press eforms. From this menu select Absentee Form. Fill in the form and sign at the bottom
using your finger. Press ‘Submit eForm’. The school office will receive a copy of this form which will
be passed on to the relevant teacher.
Based on government attendance guidelines and our school policies on attendance we must advise
parents/guardians of unexplained absences, on the same day as soon as practicable.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES
TO:

QUIRKY DAY FRIDAY 6 AUGUST
Next Friday, 6 August is Quirky day. Everyone is invited to dress up in a quirky outfit and donate a
gold coin. The gold coin donation will go to Project Hope, an Indian Covid 19 support system. This
day has been organised by the Social Justice Group. Everyone is encouraged to support this
initiative.

VICTORIAN PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
Please remember to log your completed books onto the website using the following VPRC link
https://vprcidentity.eduweb.vic.gov.au/account/login
All books completed also need to be manually recorded on the checklist and handed into the school
office once you have competed the correct amount of books so we can validate your participation.
Please contact the school office if you have any queries.
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Community News
OUR LADY OF SION COLLEGE
Is your Daughter completing Yr 5 in 2021? Applications to start Yr 7 in 2023 at Our Lady of Sion
College close on Friday 20th August 2021?
For all enquiries regarding enrolment please the College Registrar, Ms Robyn McCann, on 9890
9097 or via email registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au.

St Philip’s Primary School presents

Celebration of Learning
When: Date to be advised
Where: Every classroom.
COVID GUIDELINES
Please ensure that you use the QR Code as you enter the school and sign in at the Office.
Should further government restrictions affect this event, the Celebration of Learning will be adjusted
accordingly.
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Parents & Friends
St Philip’s Families,
Welcome back to the children for onsite learning. I’m sure they are
very excited to get back into the classroom and see their friends.
Maria Ferrara
P & F Co-Ordinator
pandf@stphilipbbn.catholic.edu.au
0411 255 176

Cake Raffle
Term 3 roster is now open. Even though parents cannot attend assembly’s, the cake raffle is still
going ahead, and I know the children look forward to winning it too. We have this week filled, but no
other weeks have been allocated. Can you please consider and remember to sign up with the link
below.

HTTPS://VOLUNTEERSIGNUP.ORG/RE88F

WEEKLY CAKE RAFFLE ROSTER
Friday 30th July - Paula Sutherland

Family Portraits – Bookings now open
The family portrait day can still go ahead providing there are no more lockdowns. Please note that it
is COVID- safe. Photos will be outdoors.
It will be held on Sunday 15th August, on the grounds of St Philip’s. It cost $30 to book the session
and you will also receive a High Resolution Digital Print of one photo. Great packages will be
available if you would like to purchase other or all your photos.
Bookings are now open, click on the link and follow the prompts.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/st-philips-school-tickets-161180582461

School Disco
The school Disco will be held on Friday 20th August. We now have a DJ booked. At this stage we
can still go ahead, but as things change, we will communicate closer to the time.
More details will come out closer to the time.

Entertainment:
Receive a FREE upgrade when you purchase a single city membership and an extra month for FREE!
As a bonus, anyone who purchases an entertainment book also goes in the draw to win a QLD
holiday for 4.
Click to order your membership => https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/9a27151
Upcoming Dates:
15th August – Family Portrait Day
20th August – School Disco (Term 3)
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Know what makes
boys tick
by Michael Grose

Boys can be a mystery to many parents, particularly those who were raised in all-girl households
or who have had minimum exposure to males in their formative years. Here are some insights
into what makes boys tick:
Boys are more likely to learn from experience than being told
Boys, more than girls, are likely to learn many of their lessons from experience rather than being
told. This can make parenting them challenging, particularly if you don’t have an appetite for risk
yourself. Perhaps the biggest challenge is keeping them safe so some risks need to be out-ofbounds. It can also be difficult as a parent being the support person when the lessons that boys
learn bring hardship and tears.
Boys brains are designed by a different architect
In the first five years of life a girl’s brain is busy developing fine motor skills, verbal skills and
social skills, which are all highly valued by parents and teachers. Meanwhile, a boy’s brain is
busy developing gross motor skills, spatial skills and visual skills. These are all handy hunting
skills. So boys often start school with a distinct disadvantage when it comes to learning and
fitting in. You can overcome this disadvantage through extra fine motor activities in the early
years.
Boys mature differently to girls
The maturity gap between boys and girls of anywhere between 12 months and two years, seems
to be consistent all the way to adulthood. Parents should take this into account when deciding
the school starting age of their sons. This maturity gap is also evident when kids finish school
and move into tertiary studies or the workplace. Girls are often better placed to succeed, and
many boys get lost once they leave school. You need to be prepared to keep supporting boys
well into their adulthood.
Loyalty is high driver for boys
Understand that a boy’s loyalty to his friends and family is a key driver and you’ll begin to
understand the male psyche. They are incredibly influenced by their peers, which can hold many
of them back. It takes a brave boy to get too far ahead of the pack, so they often hold each
other back when it comes to achieving. Use encouragement rather than praise to motivate your
son, thus decreasing his reliance on others for approval.
Boys are more likely to be visual learners
Boys generally need a reason to learn. If you are having difficulty motivating your son then try
linking learning to their interests. They may play a musical instrument when they know they can
play in a band or practise kicking a football if they can see it will help kick more goals. If they
love skateboarding the chances are they want to know more about it, so use this as a lever to
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motivate them if reading is a problem.
Boys benefit greatly from silence

Boys don’t have the same innate tendency for reflection that girls are born with. Don’t get me
wrong, males of all ages have the ability to reflect on their behaviours, values and their lives
(when older) but they need the environment to be right for them to do so.
Quiet time and down time give boys the chance to let their thoughts wander around inside their
heads. It also helps them get to know and even like themselves. Boys will often do their best
thinking on their own, so they tend to retreat to their caves (bedroom) when things go wrong at
school or in their relationships. They need to go within to find their own answer.
Boys just want to blend in
Boys are group-oriented by nature. They want to fit in. They tend to play group games and form
themselves into structured friendship groups. Boys generally don’t want to stand out from the
crowd.
Don’t put them down in front of their friends and understand that they may make poor friendship
choices rather than be in a group of one – by themselves. They prefer the ‘wrong friends’ rather
than no friends at all.
Approval is at the heart of parenting boys
Approval is at the heart of working parenting boys. They will walk over broken glass or hot coals
if they feel you like them. In a sense this notion holds many of them back, as most boys will only
work for a teacher if they like them and close down on learning if they sense the teacher doesn’t
like them. If as a mum or dad you show your love and approval of them personally, even though
you may not always approve of their choice of behaviours then you’ll more than likely enjoy a
strong relationship with your son.
Take the time to nurture a relationship with your sons or the boys that you interact with. Some
boys like to talk; others like to share an activity; some like you as an adult to do something for
them; others are very kinaesthetic and love to be touched, cuddled and hugged; while some just
love gifts and mementoes. Work out the relational preferences of the males in your life and make
sure you match these.
For more tips and tools for raising boys, please join us for our Parenting Boys online course.

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting educators. He’s an
award-winning speaker and the author of 12 books for parents including Spoonfed Generation, and
the bestselling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It. Michael is a former
teacher with 15 years experience, and has 30 years experience in parenting education. He also holds
a Master of Educational Studies from Monash University specialising in parenting education.
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